Part Il: Community Conditions, Concerns and Assets

Community Conditions

The target area fahe new neighborhood plansists of census tracts 109, 110, 111, 112, and 113.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, these census tracts have high concenfrattnkeorincome

and minority residents. Census tract 111 is unique in that Lehigh University is located in the center of it
and, as a result, has a lower population and higher levels of income and educational attainment.

Demographics

According tothe Ameican Community Survey-¥ear Esimates(20152019, there weré&'5,461

residents in the City of Bethlehein.the past twenty years, the Chitgs seen a steady increase in
residents identifying as Hispanic/Latitbatinaand BlackAfrican American Between2000 and 2010, the

HispanidLatino/Latinapopulation increased from 18% of residents to just over 24% and the

Black/African American population grew from 4% to nearly B&tween 2010 and 2020, the
HispanicdLatino/Latinapopulation increaseagainfrom jus over 24% td30.2%and theBlack/African
American population grew from nearly 7%18.1% These percentages exceed Lehigh Valley averages
and are even more pronounced within south Bethlehem.

The total population in the five census tracts that make wih 8ethlehem was 2073, of which 12494
(or 60.7®6) were minories Over 42% of south Bethlehem residents were Hispaniciv/atatina(with
three of the five census tracts haviglispanic/Latin/Latinapopulation over 50% Thisis a drastic
shift in demographics from Pennsylvania, Northampton County, and the City of Bethlehem; all of which

have Hispanic/Latio/Latinapopulations unde? 0 %
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south Bethlehm census tracts except 111 (where Lehigh University is located) have minority

concentrations.

PA Northampton | City of South 109 110 111 112 113
County Bethlehem | Bethlehem

Total Population | 12,791530 | 302,809 75,461 20,577 3627 | 3159 | 3487 | 5792 | 4512
Hispanic/Latino/ | 7.3% 13.2% 30.2% 42.2% 51.3% | 30.3% | 10.6% | 55.5% | 50.5%
Latina
Populations of
racealone or in
combination
with one or more
races
- White 82.7% 88.8% 82% 75.8% 79.9% | 69.5% | 75.3% | 76.7% | 76.2%
- Black/African 12.7% 7.8% 12.1% 15.3% 27.1% | 18.6% | 9.1% 17.7% | 5.1%
American
- Native 7% 7% .9% 2.1% 8.1% | 0% 1.1% | 1.8% | 0%
American
- Asian 4% 3.5% 3.6% 6.8% 1.5% | 10.7% | 16.1% | 1.5% | 8%
- 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Hawaiian/Pacific
Islander
- Some other 2.5% 2.8% 7.1% 9.4% 57% | 9.1% | 25% | 12.2% | 14.3%
race
Median Age 40.8 42.2 35.5 27.8 30 25.2 19.7 30.9 30.3
Population < 18 | 20.8% 20.1% 18.4% 18.3% 866 438 71 1409 | 975
yrs. of age
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Population > 64 | 17.8% 18.6% 16.5% 7.7% 308 218 17 637 410
yrs. of age

Source:American Community SurveyYgar Estimate (20152019)
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Estimated percent of all people who were Hispanic or Latino, between 2014-2018. Paroart Hiapaic o7 Latino

Population

The map above illustrates the exceedingly tiggpanic/Latiro/Latinapopulation situated in south
Bethlehem(south of the Lehigh River, which separates north Bethlehem from south BethlSoer)
Bethlehemhas always been, and continte®e,a microcosm of the colossal shift in natieide
demographicsThe Pew Research Centeports that Americans are more racially and ethnically diverse
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The American Community Survey¥ear
Estimates (208-2019) indicated tha85.3% of

south Bethlehem residents age five years an
older spoke a language other than English at

home; that number is521% in the City,
13.3% in Northampton County, and %% in
Pennsylvania.

The median age in the City of Bethlehem wa$3fr below the Northampton County average oR42.

and state avage of 4. The median age was even younger in the five census tracts that make up south

Bethlehem: 30 (109), 25(110), 197 (111i Lehigh University)30.9(112), and 8.3 (113).

Employment and Income

The income of Bethlehem residents is lower thenstate median; this is even more pronounced in south

Bethlehem. According to the American Community Surve§ear Estimates (2@&t2019), the median
household income of3®,674for south Bethlehemonsiderablyagged behind that of tHeity ($55,809),
Northampton County ($70,471), and the state ($61,744). The median income was a$28y0%86 in
census tract 111 (however, it should be noted that Lehigh University is in this census tradikeliich
impacted this number$33,903 in census tract 14A8d$35,223 in census tract LM@hile census tract

113has a higher median income, in comparison to the rest of south Bethlehem, it should be nated that

portion of census tract 113 extends into the more affluent area of Saucon Valleyffiketing and

increasing the median income in this census tract to $50,938

Median Household Income

PA Northampton | Bethlehem| South 109 110 111 112 113
County Bethlehem
$61,744| $70,471 $55,809 $39,674 $37,917| $35,223| $28,056| $33,903| $50,938

Source: American CommuniBurvey 5Year Estimates (2013019)

Nearlya third 80%) of south Bethlehem residents live below the poverty level (that number increases to

37.68% for children and youth under 18)hich is exceedingly high compared to the City (15.4%),
Northampton County8.6%) and the state (12.4%)early allcensus tracts in south Bethlehem are
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be noted, however, that census tract 111 is largely populated by students of Lehigh University, which
could impact their level of income despite high levels of educational attainment (see below).

Poverty Rate by Census Tract

PA Northampton | Bethlehem South 109 110 111 112 113
County Bethlehem
124% | 8.6% 15.4% 27.68% 17.9%| 33.8% | 54.5% | 33.5% | 22.7%

Source: American Community Survey &ar Estimates (2G12019)
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state(5.3%) However the unemployment rate in south Bethleh@3%)was 3% higher than that tfe
state (5.3%) andias as high as 11.5% in census tract 112.

Unemployment Rate

PA

Northampton
County

City of
Bethlehem

South
Bethlehem

109

110

111

112
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53% |4.8% 5.2% 8.3% 10% 28% |6.2% |11.5% |7.2%

Source: American Community SurveY&ar Estimate20152019)

Estimated percent of people age 16 years or older who were unemployed, between 2014-2018. Percent Peopls Unsmplayed
oo Year: 2014-2018

§ Shaded by: Census Tract, 2010 &

Insufficient Data

3.02% or less

3.03% -4.52%
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According to the American Community SurveyyBar Estimates (2018019),there wasot much
changdrom a year agin households receiving SSl, cash public assistance, and/or SNAP biemefits
state, Northampton County, and the City\BethlehemHoweverwhat is notable is thaach of south
Bet hl ehemds census sizabla poputationswekeivingpubdiclassistandeyof sbnze d
sort,saw growthin the percentagef householdseceivingSSlI, cash public assistance, as welS&AP
benefits

While the percentage obhseholds receiving SSI was 4.5% for Northampton County and 6.3% for the
City of Bethlehem, that percentage increasedt feast 9.9% (census tract 1 BB as high as 17.7%
(census tract 112y south BethlehenThe differencas even more pronouncéeétween those receiving
cash public assistance in south Bethlehem compared to the City and @aumnfigrSSI. While the
percentage of households receiving cash public assistance was 3.7% for Northampton C@&i158p and
for the City of Bethlehem, that percentage increased l@ast 10% (census tract 113) and as high as
25.2% (census tract 112) in south Bethleh&ms indicates that in some areas of south Bethlehem at
least a quarter of households are receiving pablic assistanc&Vhen analyzing households receiving

5



SNAP benefits10.1% of Northampton County and 19.7% of the City of Bethlehem received SNAP
benefits In south Bethlehem that percentage increased to atl!@&286 (census tract 111) and as high as
47.2% (census tract 112jouseholds in census tract 112 are five times as likely to receive SNAP
benefits than the County as a whoidth nearly one in every two people receiving SNAP benefits

throughout all of sout hindgcensus traetilE niere Lehigh Wniversityt r act s

resides), more than a quartand often more than a thiraf households receive SNAP benefithis
emphasizes the increased economic hardship south Bethlehem remiddating

SSI, Cash Public Assistanceand SNAP by Census Tract

% Receiving Cash Public
% Receiving SSI Assistance % Receiving SNAP
Pennsylvania 5.8 3.2 133
Northampton Co. |45 37 101
City of Bethlehem | 6.3 85 17.9
Census Tract 109 | 10 22.5 35.3
Census Tract 110 | 12.4 21.4 30.9
Censis Tract 111 | O 15.4 19.2
Census Tract 112 | 17.7 25.2 47.2
Census Tract 113 | 99 10 27.6

Source: American Community Survey &ar Estimates (2312019)

While unemployment rateas well as the number of households utilizing SSI, cash assistance, and/or
SNAP benefitsassist in better understanding the economic health of a community or geographic location,

this datafailsto represent a larger subset of residents who are equally financially burdened, as they do not

qualify for government assistance: the eramployed.

Underemployment includes three common categories: skilled workers-inéowe jobs, skilled

workers in jobs that do not fully utilize their skills, and g#rie workers who would rather work full

time. Underemployment has become a moreribreoncern in recent years due to the influx of
corporations (many of which do not have unions) employing large subsets of the workforce, decreasing
empl oyeesd6 hours by increasing their supply of
population increasing becomes méoemally educated, there is a lack of supply of jobs that correspond
with higher education levebnd those that are available require previous experience, which is often hard
to obtain This leaves many to take jobs tkatnot utilize their skill§ such as a financial analyst

working as a waiter/waitress in a restaursiviiile rates of underemployment are more difficult to capture
than the unemployment raa@d the number of households utilizing SSI, cash assistancer SNAP
benefitst he | ow medi an income in south Bethl ehembs
representing this sector of equally financiddiyrdened individuals and households.

Housing and Development

Homeownership and highuality dfordablerenter and ownefoccupied housing are critical in building
generational wealttfinancial security, and ensuring a healthy mikgzbme, mixeelise communityAs

f
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south Bethlehem familiggcreasingly struggle to find and maintain affordable haogst is important to
understandhe current housing challenges and their impact on families and the community.

The American Community Survey¥ear Estimates (2018019) indicate thaall of the census tracts in
south Bethlehem have more renters thamémwvners by a substantial margiti. 2o of units are renter
occupied in south Bethlehemhen compared to the stg81.1%) Northampton Count{28.6%) and the

rest of theCity (49.3%). South Bethlehem is ahead of the curve, in comparison to the réwt béligh
Valley, regardingtrends leading tdneightened rentesccupied housing. In December 2020, The Lehigh
Valley Planning Commissionited that since 2005, the proportion of renters [in the Lehigh Valley] has
increased by 5% to 32% of the overall hagsmarket

Owners vs. Renters

PA Northampton | Bethlehem | 109 110 111 112 113
County
Owner 68.9% 714% 50.% | 41.8% | 12.™ | 27.9% | 31.8% | 247%
Renter 311% 286% 493% | 58.2%6 | 87.3% | 72.1% | 68.2% | 753%

Source: American Community Survey &ar Estimates (2G12019)

The trend away from homeownership and toward rentingpissubjective to the Lehigh Valley, more

specifically, south Bethleherithe Urban Institut@redicts that by 2040, the United States will experience

modest homeownership declines. Howevenat isof particular importance is that this impact will be the

most dramatic for BlagdRfrican American household3he homeownership gap between Bladkican
Americanfamilies andwhite families is wider today than it was in the 19@fsth becauseftructural

barriers to homeownership and because the Great Recession, natural disasters, andCi@wEDhit
Black/African Americarhouseholds particularlyhaifd.Younger Bl ack mil |l enni al s,
to 54 in 2040, will have a homeownenshate of 41 percent, compared with the 50 percent homeownership
rateamong youngeBlack boomers at the same dge 9 percentagpoint difference. Meanwhile, younger

White millennials who reach ages 45 to 54 in 2040 will have a homeownership ratedigtadout 4
percentage points | ower than it was for (Ubanunger
I nstitut e, iBy 2040, the US wil|l Experience Modes
the Impact Will Be DramatioJanuary 2021)

What iscause for further concern regarding the decline in homeownership rates, particularly for minority
residents,is hat t he Urban I nstitute poérlaeitionadtrsewhohsahbldsb et we e
will form: 8.6 million more Hispani©iouseholds, 4.8 million more Asian and other households, 3.3 million

more Bl ack househol ds, andUr6®a@On 0I0Ms tf ietwetre ,whi T lee hf
and Homeowner s hi Ppheréfore]iay@ats dor cgmerdiOoRI Will. we see adecrease in
homeownership, specifically for minority households, but we will also see an increase in minority
householdsoverall This means thavhile the majority of households will meinority households, these
households will not have the same ratdhomeownership as their whitmunterpartsfurthering racial

inequities This will have particularly negativeffectson the residents of south Bethlehemwhich south

Bet hl ehemds demogr aphi c $Africah Anzerichnand RispgnittlatingjLiatina | ar g e
populations which will undoubtably benost negatively impactedly the increasing trend weard renter

occupied housingand havefuture implications for Black/African Americanwealth buildingand the
communitybés economic health as a whol e.

The Lehigh Valley (and, specifically south Bethlehdrag seen a growth and diversification in residential
development. Housing sales volumes and median sales pecgsard the diversity of housing types built



in recent yearfas reduced the dominanoksinglefamily detached homes. Despite thisrease in the
housing stock, much of the construction in recent yleassbeen on the highend of the market for both
singlefamily housing and apartments, and many midist housing units have seen th@ices increase.

Home prices have been on the rise since the start of the CO¥fiandemicOf the53 zip codes in the
Lehigh Valley, 18015, where south Bethlehem is situates rankedeleventhamongstthe top twenty
Lehigh Valley zip codes seeing th@gest jumps in home prices. South Bethlelieas seen a 16.73%
increase in median sales pricgith the median sales price now hovering at $187 (&8bigh Valley
Planning CommissignCombined with lower than average housing developysgacifically afordable
housing developmenit) thelastdecade and consistent regional population growth, prices are expected to
continue taise, which will likely furtherincreasehe percentage of cebtirdened individualand decrease

the percentage of owneccupiel housing units

According to the American Community SurveyYBar Estimates (2018019), he vacancy rate in
Pennsylvania for ownesccupiedhomes was 1.6 and4bfor rental housing. In Northampton County, the
owneroccupied vacancy rate was) and 5.3for rentals.The vacancy rate for owneccupied housing

units in the City of Bethlehem wasOand for rental unitswas®&®. I n sout h Bet hl ehembs
the vacancy rates were quite variable depending on the locdtgoumacancy rate of raathousing was as

high as 12.2 in census tract 112 andensus tract 111, where Lehigh University is locatieeie waso

vacancy, which speaks to the pressures of student housthg @mmunity.

Vacancy Rates

PA Northampton | Bethlehem | 109 110 111 112 113
County
Owner 1.6 1.0 2.0 7.4 0 0 3.2 0
Occupied
Rental 54 5.3 6.8 2.9 8.8 0 12.2 7.5

Source: American Community SurveY &ar Estimates (2G12019)

The American Community Survey¥ear Estimates (2022018) indicated that 23% of the housig stock

in Northampton County was bujtrior to 1940and 2.6% was built prior to 1970. Statewide, 2& was

built in 1939 or earlier and 52846 was constructed before 1970. In Bethleh8th1% of housing was
constructedprior to 1940and @.76 was built p i or to 1970. South Bethl eh
significantly older thanthe state, Northampton Counggnd the City of Bethlehenwith 50.9% of the

housing stock having be@onstructed before 194thdover 70% ofthe housing stockeing built before

1970. Infourofs o ut h B efivdhcensus gaats, 8percentag®f housing constructed prior to 1970

was 50% or higher: 1096.3%), 110 (69.2%)111 63.9%6) and 112§7.7%).

In the City of Bethlehem, 8% of occupied housing units lacked completengding facilities; in
Northampton County that percentage was 0.3% and in the state it wasS0u¥oBethlehem has a slightly
higherpercentage of occupied housing units lacking complete plumbing facilities (Wiéh comparing

the five census tracts thamake up south Bethlehem to the rest of the city, county, and state, one of the five
tracts has significantly more housing that lacks complete plumbing facilities: 112 (1.2).

When comparing the presence of complete kitchen facilities between south Bethmé s f i ve censu
and the rest of the cit{y9%), county(1.4%) and stat€1%), south Bethlehem has a higher percentage of
occupied housing units lacking complete kitchen facilities (Z%)ee of the five census tracts making up

south Bethleherhave a higher rate of occupied housing units lacking complete kitchen facilities than the
state(1%), county(1.4%)and the city(0.9%): 109 (1.5%), 110 (3.4%), and 112 (2.9%)



Quality of Housing
PA Northampton Bethlehem | South 109 110 11 112 113
County Bethlehem
Built prior | 26.2% | 27.9% 32.1% 50.9% 67.606 | 4786 | 40.8 | 64% 26.%%
to 1940
Built prior | 57.2% | 52.6% 68.7% 72.1% 96.3% | 69.2 | 63.80 | 87.7% | 39.%%
to 1970
Lacking 0.4% 0.3% 0.4% 0.7% 0% 0.6% 0% 1.2% | 0.8%
complete
plumbing
facilities
Lacking 1.0% 1.4% 0.9% 2% 1.5% 34% | 0% 29% | 0.8%
complete
kitchen
facilities

Source: American Community Survey &ar Estimates (2013019)

In addition, in most census tracts, a higher percentage of homeowners in south Bethlehem find themselves
cost burdened, which the &l.Department of Housing and Urban Development defines as paying more that

30% of income toward housing. According to the American Community Sur¥aab Estimates (2@t

2019), a quarter Z5%) of Pennsylvania homeowners with a mortgage paid 30% or méneiohousehold

income for housingin Northampton County that number wslightly higher 27.5%). In the City of

Bethlehem,12.8% of homeownersvith a mortgagepaid 30% or more of their household income for

housing.Of dl census tracts in south Bethleheat least20% of homeowners with a mortgagee cost

burdenedvith the highest rates of cestirdened homeowners with a ngagje in census tracts 109 (31.8%),

110 (32.9%) 111 (33.3%) and 112 (29.3%).

Cost-Burdened Homeownerswith a Mortgage

PA | Northampton | Bethlehem South 109 110 111 112 113
County Bethlehem
25% 27.5% 12.8% 28.4% 31.8% | 32.9% | 33.3% | 29.3% | 20.80%

Source: American Community Survey &ar Estimates (2G12019)
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Estimated percent of owner-occupied housing units with one or more selected physical or financial Peccent of Owner-Occupied
Housing Units with One or
problems, between 2014-2018.
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Being costburdeneds a significant factor in whether a homeowner or larditan afford to keep housing

up to code and aestheticafijeasing. In fact, research shows that lower income individuals and families
face significant challenges in regard to housing opportunity and choice, which often makes it difficult to
acquire andnaintain affordable, safe, and appropriate housing. Whether housing is affordable, safe, and
appropriate can be determined by a variety of factors that include: incomplete plumbing and kitchen
facilities, the percentage of household income that contriltatesvner costs or gross rent, and age of
structure. As demonstrated above, south Bethlehem faces challenges in all of these areas. For example, a
lack of proper plumbing and kitchen facilities creates health and safety concerns, as do older (and possibly
poorly maintained) homes. The South Bethlehem Eastern Gateway Market Study: Real Estate Analysis
states that the rate at which older homes become obsolete (obsolescence rate) ranges between 0.5% for
homes which are well cared for to as high as 2% for hamma&shave not had regular preventative
maintenance over the years.

In south Bethlehem, more renters are tmstdened52.1%) than in Pennsylvania (47.7%), Northampton
County (49.9%) and the City of Bethlehem (50%Me percentage of ceburdened renterin south
Bethlehem was highest in census tract 109, wheagly twaothirds (63%) of renters paid more than 30%
of their income on housing.

Cost-Burdened Renters
PA Northampton | Bethlehem South 109 110 111 112 113
County Bethlehem
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| 47.7% | 49.9% | 50% | 52.1%| 63% | 45.®6 | 50.7% | 59.8% | 42.7% |
Source: American Community Survey &ar Estimates (2G12019)

The struggle to afford housing is not surprising given tvateroccupied and rental markets remain in

high demand across the Lehigh Vall&he number of availde urits have declined nearly to the leva|

seen in 2005, despite the amount of new construction in recentaeiscrease in populatioif his

increasing demand for housing is contributitogrising costs in the region (Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission). The struggle to afford housing is not surprising given tiat).S. Department of Housing

and Urban Development (HUDisted the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for the AllentovBethleherEaston
Metropolitan Statistical Area (B-E MSA) in 2021 as $1,13®f a 2bedroom rental unit, $113 more than
2020.This means that an individual would need to make an hourly wage of $21.26 to affoetieo@m

unit. In other words, an individual receiving the minimum wage of $7.25 per hour would need to work 120
hours er week to be able to afford ab2droom rental unit, which is simply not feasible. What is more
distressing ighat the vast majority of available housing in theBAE metropolitan area is much more
expensive than the fair market reBioth of these meases illustrate the gap between a wage which
provides the fAminimum | evel of income required f
expenseso and not being able to afford appropriat
clothing and nutritious food. It is important to remember that the median household income across south
Bet hl ehemds f ijust838626.nsus tracts i s

It is not surprising then to see high eviction ra
both the result of and a cause of poverty. Matthew Desmond, author of the PulitzeviPning Evicted:

Poverty and Profit in the American Cjty descri bed eviction as the fAhum
housing crisis.o

Eviction Rates

PA Northampton | Bethlehem | 109 110 111 112 113
County
# of 29,257 | 473 222 22 8 2 37 10
evictions
% of 1.77% | 1.4% 1.51% 2.94% | .68% | 4.17% | 2.85% | .91%
evictions

Source: The Eviction Lab (201@ittps://evictionlab.org/

Homeowners also face challenges. RealtyTrac, the leading provider of comprehensive housing data and
analytics nationwide, reported that in April 2020, 16 properties in the 18015 zip code (which is made up of
all of south Bet hl e hrsofd-euntdin Hill oraughh Bha site dalso reportedthaa nd p
the foreclosure rate in April 2020 was 25% lower than the same time last year. The median list price of a
nondistressed home is $182,400, a 14% increase since May 2019.

While there is not more cent eviction datavailable since 201&nd foreclosure datvailable since April

202Q evictionand foreclosureates as of April 2021would likely be lowdue tothe currentevictionand
foreclosuremoratorium.As of March 18, 2020, the PennsylvanigpBme Court announced that all ron
essential functions would be halted until at least April 3, 2020. As a result, no eviction, ejectment, or other
displacement from a residence based on failure to make payment can be made (Housing Alliance of
Pennsylvania)Due to the unwavering effects of the COVID pandemic, under President Biden, the
eviction and foreclosure moratorium has been extended through March 31, 2021. It is likely that following
the moratoriumwhile households are still financially insecuredastruggling to make up the loss of income
theywill be faced with the looming threat of eviction or foreclosérgear after the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court announced that all n@ssential functions would be haltelthe Household Pulse data show that
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in rental housing nearly 1 in 5 adult renteiis were not caught up on rent, according to data collected
February 172021 througiMarch 1 2021 Here, too, renters of color were more likely to report that their
household was not caught up on rent: 33 percent of Black renters, 20 percent of Latino renters, and 16

percent of Asian renters said they were not caught up on rent, compared to 13 gercenthoi t e

rente

(The Household Pulselflousing advocates and housing policy analysts are preparing for a rise in eviction
and foreclosure rates, given the ending of the eviction and foreclosure moratorium on March 31, 2021.

Education

The Bethlehem Areachool District (BASD) is the second largest district in the Lehigh Valley, with203,6
studentsAccording to the Pennsylvania Department of Education92020), 57.4% of those enrolled

are students of color.

The schools that serve youth from the Seigth have high concentrations Kfspanic/Latino/Latina

students. Donegan Elementary and Broughal Middle School, the two schools located in south Bethlehem,

have among the highest concentrationsHafpanic/Latino/Latinastudents in the school district. &h

percentage dflispanic/Latino/Latinastudents in the Bethlehem Area School Districtds@o.

Demographics of Schools That Serve South Bethlehem

School American Asian | Black/African | Hispanic | Native Two | White
Indian/ Alaskan American or Latino | Hawaiian | or
Native (Any or OPI More
Race) Races

Donegan 0% 12% | 12.1% 78.4% 0% 1% 7.%%
Elementary

Freemansburg 0% 16% | 9.6% 61.1% 0% 13% | 26.4%
Elementary

Fountain Hill | .4% 1% 13% 64.5% 0% 6.8% | 14.4%
Elementary

Broughal 0% 1.4% | 11.7%6 68.5% 0.2% 41% | 14.1%
Middle

School

East Hills 2% 6.1% | 8.7 25.5% 0.2% 2.8% | 56.%
Middle

School

Freedom 1% 42% | 11.5% 34.2% 2% 9% 48.%%
High School

Liberty High | .2% 32% | 12.3% 40.%% 1% 1.3% | 42.5%
School

Source: Civil Rights Data Collection, U.S. Department of Educag6h?)

According to the Pennsylvania Department of EducatioB@2021), the majority of students in the district
come from lowincome families (8%). Only the Allentown School District has more students from-low

income families (7&%) in the Lehigh Vallg. The two schools located in south Bethlehem have among

the highest concentration of lewcome students in the school district: Donegan Elementarg, and
Broughal Middle Schoold6.4%). The percentage of students who receive free or reduced coktduthe

elementaryand middleschools that serve Southside children is higher than the rest of the district (except

for Marvine Elementary in north Bethlehem): Doneg8ii.4%0); Freemansburg 75%6); Fountain Hill

(82.3%) and Broughal (82.5%)
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Pennsylania System of School Assessment (PSSA) test scores are widely regarded as an imperfect
measure of student achievement; however, state emphasis on standardized testing has required BASD

schools to dedicate significant resources toward the improvemest bftes c or e s .
Broughal Middle School, 67.7% of students scored Basic or Below Basic in math, and aldigtoiconly
6.4% of students tested at an advanced or proficient level.

Pennsylvania State System of Assessment (PSSAbfes, Grades €8, 2019

English/Language Arts

In 2019,

Total

Students
Bethlehem Area School District | Advanced | Proficient | Basic Below Basic | Tested
Broughal (Southside) 3.0 28.1 54.0 14.9 437
Nitschmann 15.1 53.1 29.2 2.6 757
East Hills (Southside students) 14.0 42.4 37.8 5.8 986
Northeast 13.4 43.3 36.0 7.3 686

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2019
Math
Total
Students

Bethlehem Area School District| Advanced | Proficient Basic | Below Basic Tested
Broughal (Southside) 9 5.5 25.9 67.7 433
Nitschmann 12.4 21.5 35.9 30.2 758
East Hills (Southside students) 9.3 19.7 32.7 38.3 976
Northeast 10.0 19.5 31.3 39.2 681

Source: Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2019

Educational attainment, a key indicator for earning potential, isteema concern in south Bethlehem.

Data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reveal that, in 2019, median weekly earningsiro&full

wage and salary workers age 25 and older with less than a high school diploma were $592 a week, $746
at | east

for a high scho |

di pl oma
educational attainment will result in differences in income and poverty sfaiosiding to the American
Community Survey &ear Estimates (2@t2019), in Pennglvania 9.5% of the population 25 and over

onl vy,

and

$1,248

wi t h

did not have a high school diploma or equivalent; in Northampton County that numbeR%amé.in the

City of Bethlehem that number wa&.@%6. That number was higher in four of the five census tracts in
south Bethlehem: 8.1% (109), 177% (110), 2.7%6 (112), and 7.2% (113). Census tract 111, where Leigh
University is located, had a much lower percent (O##)ich waslikely due to the high concentration of

student housing.
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According to the Pennsylvania Depaemt of Education, the-¥ear Cohort Graduation Rate in 22019

for the Liberty High School was38®%6; at Freedom High School it was B%. The Department of
st udent sforihd o
t rear Golon s the afficial grhduatioa eate aatordihdnte

Education defines
first time during
school di strict

di strict

def i

nes

dat a.

what

a cohort

The

as,

graduati on
was B.9%; that number waB9. @6 at Feedom. According to the PA Department of Education, each school
qualifies
Medicaid cases or free/reduced price lunch may be used. 82209, 42 students dropped mftFreedom

as

toge

4
rate for stu
Afeconomically

High School 80 males and 2 females); at Liberty High School, that number jumped4students 47

males an@7 females). Graduation rates fidrspanic/Latino/LatinaandBlack/African Americanstudents

also lagged considerably behind theirt@ltounterparts.

Graduation Rate By Race/Ethnicity

High Graduation | Graduation | Graduation Rate | Graduation Rate | Graduation Rate

School Rate (All) Rate (White) | (Latino/Hispanic) | (African - (Economically
American/Black) | Disadvantage)

Liberty 83.7%0 92.2%0 77.1% 74. 7% 75.5%

Freedom | 82.5% 92.2% 66.5% 86.4% 69.7%

(Pennsylvania Department of EducationYdar Cohort Graduation Rate in 282019)

Safetyand Wellbeing

South Bethlehem faces challenges in relation to safety and wellbeing, including crirtesJ licgess to

healthy food, health challenges due to lifesge lack of green spacand lack of health insurance.

Crime

According to the Pennsylvania Uniform Crime Report{i£R), in 2018, 2017, and 201éhe City of
Bethlehem saw a total @inly 5, 23, and 25 incidents of aggravated assault by firearsgpectively.In

comparisonthe City of Allentown saw a total 8f3(2018),56 (2017) and3(2016) incidents of aggravated
assault by firearmAggravated assault by firearmdgfined by the UCR sgem as an unlawful attack or
attempted attack with a firearm with the intent to inflict great bodily injlimg category includes attempted
murders.This data represents an 80% decrease in aggravated assault byifirdegrtity of Bethlehem

from 2016to 2018.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation uses the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, which tracks crime

by dividing offenses into AViolent Crimebo
Crime in the City of Bethlehem

Year Violent Crime Property Crime

2018 208 1,308

2017 207 1,281

2016 564 1,487

2010 234 2,069

Source: FBI Crime Data Explorer
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This represented 36.9 decrease in violent crimes and a 13.9% decrease in property crimes across the
entire City since 2016.

Violent Crimes/100,000
People
Year: 2016
=™ Shaded by: City, 2000
Insufficient Data
95.84 or less
95.85-175.22
W 175.23-289.33
W 289.34-498.16
. 498.17 or more
Source: FBI UCR & DOJ

Total number of violent crimes reported per 100,000 people in
2016.

Freemansburg

T8 o Poe

ures Howoed)

Policy Map
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Total number of property crimes reported per 100,000 people in ::;‘:;‘V Cimes/ 100,000
2016.

Year: 2016
e il w5 Shaded by: City, 2000 i
< 4 A 1 Insufficient Data
868.27 or less
868.28 - 1,541.72
s W 15a1.73-2,281.24
W 2,281.25-3,505.69
. 3,505.70 or more
Source: FBI UCR & DOJ

—_— |

£ E o

Policy Map
The maps above indicate that the rate of crime is
cited a4.2% decrease in crime across the City in his 2019 State of the City Addmesgears latein the
ma y o r 0 State200tRReICity Addresdlayor Donchez cited Bethlehems being considered one of the
safest thireclass cities in the Commonwealtin September 2020, Mayor Donchez announced Chief
Michelle Kott as the new policehief to serve the citizens of Bethlaime Since September 2020, Chief
Michelle Kott has led the departmemtogressively into the future with her strong advocacy related to
community policing, community partnerships, and additional training in the areas of mental health, cultural
awareness, descalation tactics, implicit bias, and crisis intervention.

Yet, despite evidence thBethlehem is considered one of the safest itlimds cities in the Commonwealth

andChi ef Michell e Kot t 0 sthepercemgionehatsouth Betheeisvdahgereausl e r s h i
remains pervasive. The Urban Dictionary definition of south Bethlehem calls the community
ASketchlehem, 0 fAimeehé¢émbeamnd wadnsideabi gh Uni ver si
take a walk down east 3rd street, but don't forgey o u r  p e pForthermosethnowglyc@romunity

input received in early 2021, for use in the creation of this @@r§% of individual survey respondents

identifiedt hat they felt Aneither safe or unls,afaef/tUnrs ad aer,
and 46.4% of respondents felt ineither safe or wu
dark ®he data do not bear out this characterizationilaurgtrate the neeébr further, and more frequent,
marketing,communicationandengagementith the community.

Food AccessindNutrition Challenges

Indicators related to food access and health also illustrate challenges faced by the community. As
aforementioned, affive of the census tracts that make sguth Bethlehenmad a higheincidence of

residents who had relied on SNAP benefits (formerly known as food stamps) in the previous 12 months
than the city, county, or state. Access to healthy food was also a consideration. The U.S. Department of
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Agriculture lists parts of south Bdthe hem as a food desert, which is
vegetables, and other healthful whole foods, usually found in impoverished areas. This is largely due to a

|l ack of grocery stores, f ar mBauth Betdhengualdiedsndetrend he a
statuso f a A f owheh itlthe tsve gracasy storeslowever, he economic hardship posed te
COVID-19pandemiac esul t ed in one of s o ut,h AbBheatrht | deslingMmér sk ett w o
close its doors in early 202Currently, south Bethlehefmas onlyone grocery store, which is located on

Third Streetfurther disadvantaging the south Bethlehem commumnitggard tdts access to fresh food.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDOghapkrcentage of Southside

residents in three of the five census tracts reported eating less than one serving of fruits and vegetables per
day. TheUnited States Department of Agriculture (USDA) recommends at least five to nine servings per

day, dependingn age and gendeiccording toSt . Lukeds Community Health N
only 10% of Bethlehem service area respondents consumed the recommended amount of five or more
servings of fruits and vegetables per .dagtademonstratethat healthy ditis linked to incomg12% of

respondents with over $60,000 income consumed five or more servings of fruits and vegetables per day
compared to only 6% of those with less than $15,000 income.

Vv e

-

Estimated percent of adults reporting to eat FOLOENNINS Refiomi) 10 . -
R . Eat < 1 Serving of Reinvestment Fund Limited
'eSS than 1 serving Of frUIt/VGQEtab|es per day Fruit/Vegetables per Day Supermarket Access (LSA)

Year: 2013 Areas, 2016

Shaded by: Census Tract, 2010 Source: Reinvestment Fund
Insufficient Data 4
6.35% or less Z
6.36% - 7.04% "

B 7.05%-7.90%

& W 701%-9.62%

. 9.63% or more

Source: CDC BRFSS

in 2013.

Access to healthier food is crucial to the future healtthefcommunity. According to the Centers for
Disease Control, between 3743.5% of residents 18 years and older in census tracts 109 and 113 are obese;
that number rises to 4246.4% incensus tract 112t . Lu ke dés Communi ty Heal th
found that 73% of Bethlehem survey respondents axerrveight or obese according to BMI calculations

(33% overweight and 40% obese). The highest rate of obesity (48%) was found feiniovmee people

17



earning less than $25,000 annually while the lowestabbbesity (38%) was found for those earning more
than $60,000 annually.

As has been demonstrated, even prior to one of s
having to close its doors ifspril 2021, south Bethlehem was already struggliiidp its access to fresh

foods, with a high percentage of south Bethlehem residentsedjyaating less than one serving of fruits

and vegetables per day. For this reason, a survey was conducted in early 2021 to better uaddrstand
advocate fothe @ mmuni t yés needs and wants surrounding fre
Ahart é6s Market. A total of 308 responses were col
When asked what kind of grocery store residents and students weuldtiko see repl ace Aha
respondents indicated they would like to see asieitizice supermarket with deli, bakery, etc. Furthermore,

when asked what is most important in a new store, the overwhelming majority of residents (280) indicated

that fresh fruits and vegetables were most important, followed by fresh meat (241). Due to the lack of fresh

food and grocery stores in south Bethlehem, when asked what options will you have to buy groceries when
Ahartdés cl oses on Apdentd (643%),indicatecctheynilljneed to driye elsefvheree s p o |
to do their grocery shopping, followed by walk to another grocery store (26.2%) and ask a friend or family
member for a ride (25.6%). All three of these responses pose concerns for the commaenitgrelse in

driving points to the decrease in accesfresh foodslack of necessary amenities in the commyratyd

may alsocause further traffic concerns in the area. Although over a quarter of respondents indicated they

will still be able to walkd the grocery storét is likely that the walk to the only available grocery store in

south Bethlehem, @own, will be more onerous and tirgensuming for residents living toward the

western end of south Bethlehem. Finally, for those 25.6% of respondiémbsit access to a gaand in

need of a friend or family member to give them a ride, this poses unnecessary pressures and stress on both
the individual without a car and the friend or family member giving them aWdh.nearly half(42.3%)

of survey espondents indicating they use an EBT card to purchase their greceties 2% (census tract

1117 where Lehigh University is locatetb 47.2% (census tract 11@) residents using SNAP benefits,

the community is in dire need of accessible, afforddi®sh food optiongAmerican Community Survey

5-Year Estimates 2018019).

Green space and exercisiciupllenges

South Bethlehem residents lack accesgraenspacand t he EPA&ds Environment al
Mapping Tool (EJScreendlentifiessot h Bet hl ehem as one of two of 't he
communities Frontline communities are defined Bfack, Indigenous, and People of Col@IROQC

communities, lowincome communities, and linguistically isolated communities that face disparat
amounts of pollution and wil | Betklghenr GlimateetiondPlan mat e
2021).South Bethlehem coincides with some of the hottest parts of the city. Highly developed areas lacking
vegetation and green space tend to havenrhigher temperatures due to the urban heat island éffexde

hot spots will experience even greater climate change extremes, significant health hazards, and
environmental justice concerns.
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Map of the EPA EJScreen demographic index in Bethlehem

®

Demagraphic Inde
Seurce EDA EISCEEEN 200)]

Source: EPA EJScreen demographic in(69)

South Bethl ehembs st ainthescordestofalimbte ahange) is notsurpcismghrmu ni t vy
given its minoritymajority neighborhoods arfdgh concentration of lowto moderatencome

houselblds.The Center for American Progress outlines the racial and economic dispardfeess to

nature or green spacthe graphs belownepresenthese inequities and depict tha% of norwhite

individuals Ive in a naturedeprived area, while only 23% white, nonHispanic/Latiro/Latina

individuals livein a naturedeprived area. What is of further concern is that wHI¢ of lowincome

communities are natwdeprived, this increases to 7686 low-income noAwhite communities,

indicating thatoth race and soci@conomic status affect whether one has accag®ém spacdn City

of Bethl ehem RRYSiate ofhe City Adelreed &pril 16, 2021 he reiteratethe need

for a heightened emphasis green space, parks and recreational tedlin As our worl d evol v
the pandemic, and with more people increasingly spending time outdoors, the presence and upkeep of our
streetscapes, paths, parks and recreational facilities, become even more important. It is vital people have
outdoor greaspace to relax, trails to explore, safe streets to walk, and parks to keep children éngaged.

19



Low-income communities are more likely to experience nature deprivation

Percent of people living in a nature-deprived area by census tract demographics in the United States, 2017

High income

Moderate income

Low income

Low income and nonwhite

N us
m itile of median income at the ¢

natural area lost to human activiti
us tract level across the state. High income

Access to green spaeacourages exercise apdsitively benefits mental healtinfortunately south

Bethlehem is underservehen it comes to parks and reation, compared the larger cifyccording to

American Community Survey-¥ear Estimates 2018019, rearly a quarter2d.5%)o f Bet hl ehe mb6 s
youth(age 18 and undeliye in south BethlehenSouth Bethlehem contaiméne parks with playgrounds

and three pcket parks without playgrounds compared toGltg as a whole, which ha6 parkswith
playgrounds(including parks in south Bethleheryhat is of further concern is that these nine

playgrounds in south Bethlehem are alstayswell-maintained and songose safety concerns.

Furthermore, the only south Bethlehem sports leagues are the Southside Little League and the Bethlehem
Saints Football an@heerleading programs at Saucon Parifortunately Saucon Parks not easily

accessible for many south Bethdam familiesdue to the need for access to transportatidheparkis

not in walking distance oThisposedurttter cliatenged fadamikesnd s nei g
whosechildren wish to take part in sports prograing but are unable taccesshem.

Aside from formal sports leagues, informal basketball clinics are held at Madison Park and McNamara
Parkand some tournamerttaive been held at Sand Island (outside of south Bethlehem) for older youth.
However, the only funding sources for the bais&k clinics and tournaments have been from prior
Neighborhood Partnership Program and Community Development Block Grant fundhilg there are
formal baseball, football and cheerleading programs in south Bethléiese, offerings are significantly
less, and are underfundedomparedo other communities within the City of Bethlehem and the greater
Lehigh Valley.Finally, because of the lack of indoor sports facilittesye is thdurdenthat in addition

to the small number of sports offerings for ffoithese sports are only able to be played during the
warmer month, leaving youth without healthy outlets to express themselvesxancise during the

colder months.
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